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that it is merely theoretic, but that it belongs or
ought to belong, like religion, to a region of conscious-
ness which is beyond the opposition of theory and
practice.

Such an interpretation of the doctrine that con-
templation is higher than action is a possible one :
but can we ascribe it in any sense to Aristotle ?
If we could, it would be possible to agree with those
who maintain that the one-sidedness of his philosophy
is only apparent, and that, at least in the ultimate
results of his speculations, he rises above all dualism.
Now I shall not assert that the ambiguity of the
doctrine in question is without influence upon
Aristotle, or that the higher interpretation of it is
always excluded by his words. So long as two
senses of a proposition have not been clearly dis-
tinguished and set in opposition to each other, it
is possible that they may alternate, or even be
confused together, in the mind of a philosopher
who asserts it. It is, therefore, possible to take
the statements of Aristotle in the sense just
explained, in spite of all the arguments to the
contrary which have been already adduced. Our
final decision as to his meaning, however, must
be derived from a consideration of his direct
statements as to the idea of God, as a pure self-
contemplative intelligence. These are to be found
mainly in that great theological tractate which is